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SUBMISSION PAPER: EDUCATION
AN OPEN INVITATION
I hope that you can provide some feedback to the Community Discussion Paper: Improving educational opportunities for Aboriginal people for the Ministerial Taskforce on Aboriginal Affairs (the Taskforce) to consider. Your submissions will help inform the work of the Taskforce in the development of a new Aboriginal affairs strategy for NSW. To help us understand who is providing views and ideas please mark the appropriate area/s:
​___
Aboriginal community organisation

​___
Non-Government organisation

___ 
School
___
Non-Aboriginal Community organisation
 
___ 
Government agency
___
Local Government
___ 
Local Aboriginal Land Council
___ 
Industry
___
Aboriginal community group, including Community Working Parties and community engagement groups
___ 
Individual – Aboriginal and/or Torres Strait Islander
___ 
Individual – Non-Aboriginal
_______   Postcode
Age Bracket

____15-24     ____ 25-34     ____ 35-44    ____45-54    ____ 55-64    ____ 65+

Recognising diversity
Q1. Are there any issues related to Aboriginal children accessing a good quality education in your community? If so what are they?
Q2. Do the services provided by government in your area support families – including your own – to participate and gain from education opportunities?
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Learning is ongoing
Q3. Should schools be working with Aboriginal Elders and other key community members in their local community? If so, how can they do this?
Q4. Do you think Aboriginal languages and cultures are recognised enough in the education system? If not, what could be done to change this?
Q5. What could the Government do to help Aboriginal people who want to stay in a community to work or study?

A whole of government approach to education
Q6. Which services would support the learning needs of you and your family to access education? 
Q7. Are these services easily available in your community? Are there gaps? If so what?

Q8. How could we improve access to these services?

Q9. What could be done to help learners move smoothly from school to training, employment or study?
Improving outcomes
Q10. As parents, carers and/or community members, what do you want your children to learn at school?

Q11. What do you expect the education system to provide for your children?
Q12. How would you measure success for your child in the education system?
Engagement and connections
Q13. What can we do to strengthen the relationship between schools and their Aboriginal communities?
Building on what we know
Q14. Do you agree that these are the most important things for Government to focus on? If so, what are we doing well? What could we be doing better?

Q15. Are there other priorities we should be working on?

Q16. In your opinion, what are the current barriers for Aboriginal children and young people in gaining the best possible education? What is your best advice on how we can address the barriers?

Additional Comments

Submissions in relation to Improving educational outcomes for Aboriginal people should be lodged no later than 5pm, 30 March 2012 to enable responses from the school community.
Written submissions can be forwarded via email to taskforce@dhs.nsw.gov.au.
or to:

REPLY PAID 85805
Ministerial Taskforce on Aboriginal Affairs, Secretariat
Level 13, 280 Elizabeth Street
SURRY HILLS NSW 2010
If you need more information or help to lodge your submission, please contact the Ministerial Taskforce on Aboriginal Affairs Secretariat on (02) 9219 0702.

Thank you again for your time and contribution, it is greatly valued.




















































































� These include peak bodies, service providers and consultative groups


� Ibid


� These include advocate groups and charities





